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In this emergency. Commodore Griffin, commanding
the naval force on the station, and the Governor of Port
Qeral* St. David, despatched two letters, dated respectively the
7th and 9th March, 1747, to Asoph Jah, informing him
of the losses which they had sustained, and entreating
him, in the name of their sovereign, " to call the Nuwab
to an account for his past transactions, and interpose his
power to restore as nearly as possible in its original state
what had been so unjustly taken from them/' The
application was favourably received by Asoph Jah, and a
peremptory order issued to Unwoor-ood-Deen to chastise
the French, to recover his Majesty's sea-port town, and
restore the English to their rights. To enforce these
orders, a body of horse under the personal command of
one of his sons, was detached by Unwoor-ood-Deen to
retake Madras; but being foiled in the attempt by the
intrepidity of the French garrison, were obliged to return
precipitately to Arcot

In the disturbances that followed the death of Asopli
Jah, the English took part with Naseer Jung in opposing
the pretensions of his nephew, Moozuffir Jung, who was
supported by the French Government of Pondicherry.
To remove this competitor, Naseer Jung proceeded direct
to the Carnatic, where he was joined by a small body of
English troops under Major Lawrence, afterwards better
known as Major-General Stringer Lawrence, " the man/'
according to Lord OLIVE, " to whom his reputation, and
of course his fortune, was owing." '

Oa the near approach of the t\vo armies, and on the
eve of a battle which was to decide the fate of the two
rivals, Moozuffir Jung was suddenly deserted by his
French allies, who returned to Ponclioherry; and, de-
spairing of success, he delivered himself up to his uncle,